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Oh, to be young, gifted and musically eclectic. With an inviting acoustic sound that's a lot tighter 

and varied than its members' ages would lead you to believe, The Belleville Outfit has already 

made a name for itself, beginning with its hastily planned debut at 2007's MerleFest and 

continuing through the Carolinas to Nashville, Tenn., Texas and beyond. 

Not that music fans around the Upstate wouldn't be 

familiar with half of the band already. Guitarist/vocalist 

Rob Teter, guitarist Marshall Hood and bassist/vocalist 

Jeff Brown were members of the popular DesChamps 

Band. 

When that group dissolved in 2006, Hood went to 

Austin, Texas, where he began playing with Phoebe 

Hunt (violin, vocals); Teter met Connor Forsyth (piano) 

and Jonathan Konya (drums, vocals) in New Orleans. 

With MerleFest having already reserved a spot for The DesChamps Band last year, the newly 

formed sextet gamely filled in and, on the strength of its performances, quickly became one of 

the festival's buzz bands. 

But if The DesChamps Band was known for its diverse forays into bluegrass and swing, its new 

incarnation goes even further, incorporating Gypsy swing, country-soul and New Orleans big-

band jazz. It's recently released full-length debut, "Wanderin'," revels in a sound that's 

simultaneously out of time and very much in the present, with a genuine feel for its Southern 

roots. This from a band whose oldest member, Hunt, is 23. 

Recently, the Herald-Journal spoke with Teter, who was more than happy to talk while driving 

the band to a gig in Dallas, about where The Belleville Outfit has been and where it's going. 

Question: What's it like being on the road with a band that's still relatively new? 

Rob Teter: Well, a lot of us have spent quite a bit of time on the road with different people é 

when you get six people together with that amount of time, that amount of saturation, people are 

bound to be a little bit on the edge. But it's all in fun. 

Q: How does your violinist deal with being the only woman around most of the time? 



RT:  (laughs) You'd have to speak with her. She was in a group out of Austin where she was also 

the only girl touring, so I think she's grown quite accustomed to that. She can handle it. 

Q: She's got a great voice. 

RT:  Yeah, she gives us a lot of Billie Holliday é that real high voice. 

Q: What kind of reception is the new album getting from radio? 

RT:  So far, it's been really great. Being in a band that just started and not having a massive 

amount of financial support and backup, it's been a real test to see what we can do. é It's been a 

real learning experience. We're doing all this radio promotion for it ourselves, and that's usually 

something you hire a promoter for. 

Q: Are these all new songs? 

RT: It's all new stuff; we had cut two Walter Hyatt songs, and he's got hundreds of hundreds of 

songs that were all really great é but as far as anything that's been recorded before, no. 

Q: So, are you thinking about college at this point, or are you just going to see how the record 

does? 

RT:  Two of the guys that weren't in the other band that are in this group, my friends in New 

Orleans that we picked up, we did our two years there (in college). It's kinda like, you can only 

get so much of an education in a classroom. At some point, you've just got to get out and do it. 

é People start businesses with a five-year plan - not that we're looking at five years, at this point 

- but it takes more than a year to make something like this happen. It'll be a couple of years 

(before going back to school). 

Q: A lot has been made about you guys appearing at MerleFest last year. When did you get to a 

point where you decided that you could make this work? 

RT:  I guess it was there. We should've been a little bit more ready for this, but we'd never played 

anything like MerleFest before, and you're talking about 80,000 people in one weekend hearing 

us. I don't think anybody saw it coming. 

 


